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GEORGE ORWELL

Two of Orwell’'s major works, portraying examplesdyfstopias, prove that totalitarianism

does not lead to the utopian dream, but ratheorssthat dream through corruption.

Introduction

George Orwell understood completely that totalargovernments were easily
corruptible by those in power. He saw the corauptin the world around him, and he
knew its power. It was because of this disgudt @ittatorships, totalitarian governments,
and communism that he gave us his dire warningsjings of the possible future we may
face as people if we were to begin allowing oumrselto be ruled by a totalitarian
dictatorship.

It is no doubt in the minds of today’s reasonaldy@ated person that totalitarian
dictatorships are naturally flawed. However, backrwell’s day, there was a hope and
optimism that a totalitarian state could actuathprove the way of life for those being
governed by it. Readers must ask themselves td ddgree does our awareness of the

failures of totalitarianism comes from Orwell’s timgs.

Background on Orwell

To fully understand the impetus for George Orwatlisgust with totalitarianism,
one needs first to analyze the background from kvhie came. If not for the life that
Orwell led, some of the classic literature we hengay may never have been inspired.

In 1903, Eric Arthur Blair (who later wrote unddretpen-name George Orwell)



was born in an Indian Village called Motihari. thie time, India was part of the British
Empire. Eric Blair's father, Richard Blair, held @ost as an agent in the Opium
Department of the Indian Civil Service. The Bl@mily, as a result of having helped to
administer the Empire, had a relatively privilegat pleasant existence. Orwell later
described his family as being “lower-upper-middlass.” Like many middle-class
English families of the time, the family had no endive investments and owned no
property; its members remained fully dependenterBritish Empire for their livelihoods.
Though his father continued to work in India, BBlair moved to England in 1907 with his
mother and his sister, where he attended Eton. elDpublished his first writings in
college periodicals. During these years, Orwell Hadeloped his antipathy towards the
English class system. One must keep in mind baatk in Orwell’s day, the stratification
between the classes in England was ten times ad g it is now (“Biography”;
“pseudonym of Eric Arthur Blair”; Johnson).

Eric Blair, neglecting to acquire a university slgrship, joined the Indian Imperial
Police in 1922 in Burma as an assistant superietendn 1927, Orwell resigned from the
police force. He had become increasingly disgustéd the imperialistic system in
Burma, and he had felt that, as a policeman iatba, he was supporting a political system
in which he no longer believed. His emotions conicey the behavior of colonial officers
was manifested in such essays as “Shooting an &hpand “A Hanging” (“Biography”;

“pseudonym of Eric Arthur Blair”).

Orwell’'s war experiences

In the nineteen thirties, Orwell had adopted sastial views and went to Spain
with ideas of writing newspaper articles there altbe Spanish Civil War. The conflict in
Spain was between the communist, socialist Repubidd General Franco’s fascist
military rebellion. Arriving in Barcelona, Orwelas astonished to see, as a fact of daily

life for those living there, what had seemed imgadesin England. Distinction in class



seemed to have vanished completely. Enlistingemtilitia of POUM (Partido Obrero de
Unificacion de Marxista), which was associated vtk British Labour Party, Orwell
joined in the war. Socialism, for the first tinme@rwell’s life, actually seemed as though it
could be a reality. Orwell viewed this as somajtor which it was worth fighting. After
receiving a basic military training, he was sendhe front in Aragon, near Zaragoza,
where he had spent several months. There, he tfalghgside the United Workers
Marxist Party militia and had been shot throughttiveat by a Francoist sniper’s bullet.
Luckily, he survived the shot. Orwell escaped tigiothe chaos with his wife, Eileen Blair,
when Stalinists on their own side began to trackrdanarchists. When he returned to
Barcelona, he found that it was returning to aestdtnormalcy without the equality that
had been there earlier. The POUM were now beimgissd of being a fascist militia,
secretly helping Franco. Orwell eventually escaip¢ad France with his wife. The war
made Orwell an even stronger opponent of communasmyell as an advocate of the
English brand of socialism. After this experiennethe Spanish Civil War, Orwell
publishedHomage to Catalonia. Those who considered the communists to be heroes
reacted to the book very coldly. He saw that soealism could only exist ephemerally,
and that class systems would always return. Bhagien Orwell first gains the knowledge
that, despite his best wishes, communism was retwdy to go. Orwell considered
himself a socialist, but at no point in his lifesua@e ever willing to give his freedom up to a
dictatorship, which could do nothing but taint tiadtich he was desiring in the first place
(“Biography”; “pseudonym of Eric Arthur Blair”; Wichann, Johnson).

Orwell, opposed to war with Germany, made the datitan that the British
Empire was worse than Hitler. However, during WaNar I, Orwell served as a sergeant
in the Home Guard. He had also worked as a joustriar the B.B.C. Observer, and
Tribune, where he acted as literary editor. Working & BB.C., he noticed plenty of
“bureaucratic hypocrisy.” This is believed to bkawprovided Orwell with the inspiration

for the concept of “newspeak," that is, the “trdigmying language of Big Brother’s rule”



in 1984. Designed to counter German and Japanese pragagarindia, Orwell also
wrote a weekly radio political commentary. Eveoufh he was opposed to both the
imperialism and the class system of England, hevkimat Nazi Germany, in the end,
would be able to offer people nothing of any truaglue, because all totalitarian
dictatorships inherently corrupt anything good aimtort people and institutions to the
sole benefit of themselves. Toward the end oftae Orwell wroteAnimal Farm, which
described a revolution is quickly corrupted by po@rwell, 1993; “pseudonym of Eric

Arthur Blair”; Widmann).

Animal Farm
The storyAnimal Farm takes place on a farm in England. The novel stahen

the oldest pig on the farm, Old Major, calls alltbé animals to a secret meeting. He
informs them about his dream of a revolution agaimes cruel Mr. Jones, the owner of the
farm, who represents Czar Nicholas Il and the ald of government in Russia. Three
days later Major, who represented Orwell’'s desirepfure socialism, dies; but his final
speech gives a new outlook on life to some of tloeemntelligent animals. The pigs
prepare the animals for the rebellion, which isdolagn “animalism.” After the rebellion
takes place, the farmer is no longer in controlvbht had been his farm. The animals,
whom together now control the farm as equals, erta following rules:

1. Whatever goes upon two legs is an enemy.

2. Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wingdrigad.

3. No animal shall wear clothes.

4. No animal shall sleep in a bed.

5. No animal shall drink alcohol.

6. No animal shall kill another animal.

7. All animals are equal.

At this point in the story, everything is going Wigr all the animals. They are living as



equals, as comrades. What Orwell considered samias working out splendidly here.
But it does not last for long, for Orwell knows thiaie socialism never lasts for very long.
Again, power easily corrupts those who have it.

The two main pig characters in the beginning of ¢hay are Snowball and
Napoleon. They often argue with one another dudeo mutual hostility. Eventually
Napoleon drives Snowball out of the farm via foraad accuses him of not remaining
loyal. Without Snowball, the other pigs decidedto as they please; after a while, they
slightly alter each of the commandments for theindenefit. For example, they changed
“all animals are equal” to "all animals are equmli some animals are more equal than
others.” This, to Orwell, is a direct example afilncommunist leaders eventually try to
separate themselves from their people and elelatagelves hierarchically, which just
recreates the class system that they had foughargbto eliminate. Slowly, the pigs end
up breaking every rule that had been establisfiéey eventually take on so many corrupt
characteristics that the other animals cam no lodgginguish them from the humans
against whom the animals had originally rebellethe pigs become the same corrupt
government that had ruled initially. For Orwehjg correlated perfectly to the Spanish
Civil War, where socialism had only lasted for ashvhile before the system returned to

the same corruption that had been present preyi¢Osivell, 1993; “Animal Farm”).

1984
The storyl984 takes place in 1984 in England, or as it is nolkedaAirstrip One.

Airstrip One is the mainland of a huge country)ezhlOceania, which consists of North
America, South Africa, and Australia. The coungryuled by “the Party,” which is led by
Big Brother. The population of Oceania is dividetb three parts:

1. The Inner Party (app. 1% of the population)

2. The Outer Party (app. 18% of the population)

3. The Proles



Our protagonist, Winston Smith, is a member of@uer Party, working in the Records
Department of the Ministry of Truth. His job is tewrite and alter records, such as past
newspaper articles. Smith develops thoughts alitid the Party, which is the ruling
dictatorship. He buys for himself a book and usas a diary, so that he can keep track of
the real truths (as opposed to the constructedh&fwof the Party), which he is slowly
forgetting. Individual expression is forbidden twe Party, and having a diary is a crime
punishable by death. There are cameras everywhighanicrophones, that the Party uses
to spy on people to ensure they are not commigtmgcrimes. The last thing Smith clearly
remembers is the World War, after which the pa#gg taken control of the country; from
then on it was difficult to remember anything, hexa the Party continually changed
history to their own benefit via doublethink. TRarty says that sex may only be used to
produce “new material” for the Party, and that aey for personal pleasure is a crime.
When Smith thinks about the small yet oppressivéyPhe concludes that the only hope
lies in the proletariat who constitute over 80%0afeania’s population. Already, Smith is
reflecting Orwell’s opinions.

The following day, Smith goes to the shop wherédxbought the book. Because
of its warmth and its apparent lack of telescrebesjuite liked the room. While leaving
the shop, he meets a dark-haired girl, whom hesead in the Ministry of Truth, in the
street. He now believes that this girl is an ammaspy or possibly a member of the
Thought Police, spying on him. This same girletaslips him a note with “I love you”
written upon it. The fact that this all takes @ao clandestinely shows to the reader that,
beyond walking around, few people have many rights totalitarian dictatorship. For a
week Smith waits for an opportunity to speak wiih $ecret admirer.

Finally he is able to meet her again, and discothersher name is Julia. She leads
him to another place where they cannot be observBdfore she takes off her blue
party-overall, Julia tells Winston that she isadted to him by something in his face that

shows that he is against the Party. Smith is egprand asks Julia if she has done such a



thing before. To his delight she tells him tha¢ $tas done it bunch of times, which fills
him with a great hope. Perhaps there are manysthat are just as anti-Big Brother as he
is. As he looks at her sleeping body, he thinks, thow, even sex is a political act. Later
still, Smith sees inner-party member O'Brien, whuites Smith to his flat, ostensibly to
see the latest edition of the Newspeak diction&mith and Julia meet each other to go to
O’Brien’s flat, which naturally lies in the disttiof the Inner Party. They are admitted to a
richly furnished room by a servant. To their anment, O'Brien switcheff the
telescreen in the room. Normally, telescreensmap®ssible to turn it off. Winston blurts
out why they had come: they want to work against Barty, and they believe in the
existence of the Brotherhood and that O’'Brien lued therewith. O’Brien’s servant
brings real red wine, and they drink a toast to Emeh Goldstein, the leader of the
Brotherhood. O’Brien asks them a series of quastabout their willingness to commit
various atrocities on behalf of the Brotherhood anduires their assent on each. They
leave, and some days later Smith gets a copy efthok,” a book written by Emanuel
Goldstein about his political ideas. It is now elaWeek, and suddenly the war with
Eurasia has stopped, and a war with Eastasia lgas bd& his means Smith has to “correct”
dozens of articles about the war with Eurasia. exneless Smith finds time to read the
book. The book has three chapters, titled “WdPeace,” “Ignorance is Strength,” and
“Freedom is Slavery’—these were also the catchgsrabthe party. He learns some thing
from the book about the power of the Party. Herled that in becoming continuous, war
has ceased to exist. The continuity of the warauaes the permanence of the current
political order. Hence the words “War is Peacklé also learns that you can never truly
get away from the class system. The leaders ar@yalon top because they control the
money. And he learned that the only reason thé&tamat has freedom of thought is
because they do not think. This is due to doubikth

He awakes the next day, saying, “We are the DEABXx1 iron voice behind them

repeats the phrase, the picture on the wall isaledeto actually be a telescreen.



Uniformed men thunder into the room, and they c&myith and Julia out. Smith finds
himself is in a cell that he presumes is in theistig of Love. He is sick with hunger and
fear, and when he makes a movement or a soundsl vaice will bawl at him from the
four telescreens. O’Brien enters. Smith thinkat tthey must have got him too, but
O’Brien says that they got him a long time agoBf@n now explains why the Party works.
Through manipulation and torture, they get Smitadoept all the lies of the Party. George
Orwell allowed this depressing ending to take placehow the devastation that affects

everyone controlled by a totalitarian state (OrwE892; “Nineteen Eighty-Four”).

Conclusion

In conclusion, George Orwell proves, not only that despises totalitarianism,
which steals freedom and oppresses all except tivbseare in power, but he is able to
base these feelings on actual experiences he Haardhsupport his feelings on the subject
through realistic storytelling. Fromnimal Farm to 1984, and everything in between,
Orwell demonstrates how dictatorships actually warld how they manipulate everything
in their paths just to maintain complete contrbhere is no freedom in totalitarianism, just
deceitful oppression.

Orwell never saw a “perfect government,” but hearegave up hope for the future.
He stands as a role model for all those who beliey®litical activism. By doing what he
was good at, writing, he showed that one man cmalle an impact on the future of the
world. For what would the world be like todaytihiad not been for Orwell’s commentary
on it?

George Orwell, the socialist who noticed that comisin was a failed system,
never lost track of the fact that, so too weretdker forms of totalitarianism failed systems.

Dictatorships are never the utopia they seem to be.



Works Cited

Johnson, Richard A. “George Orwell (1903-19500 October 2002
<http://www.levity.com/corduroy/orwell.htm>.

Orwell, George.Animal Farm. New York: Knopf, 1993.

Orwell, George.1984. New York: Knopf, 1992.

Widmann, Richard A. “George Orwell.” 29 Octob@02
<http://www.codoh.com/thoughtcrimes/tcportorw.html>

“Animal Farm.” George Orwell (1903-1950). 20 November 2002
<http://www.k-1.com/Orwell/animf.htm>.

“Biography.” George Orwell (1903-1950). 20 November 2002
<http://www.k-1.com/Orwell/bio.htm>.

“Down and Out Paris and LondonGeorge Orwell (1903-1950). 30 October 2002
<http://www.k-1.com/Orwell/dao.htm>.

“George Orwell.” George Orwell (1903-1950). 29 October 2002
<http://www.k-1.com/Orwell/>.

“George Orwell (1903-1950)-pseudonym of Eric ArtiBlair.” 29 October 2002
<http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/gorwell.ntm>.

“Nineteen Eighty-Four.”George Orwell (1903-1950). 30 October 2002
<http://www.k-1.com/Orwell/1984.htm>.

“The George Orwell Archive.'University College London. 11 April 2000. 30 October
2002 <http:/lwww.ucl.ac.uk/Library/special-coll/oellzhtm>.

Political Writings of George Orwell. 30 October 2002

<http://www.resort.com/~prim8/orwell/>.



